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Howard Whisler began his journey in Oakland,
California in 1931. He spent his early years
exploring nature in the natural areas and parks
of the region. He attended Berkeley schools and
then Palo Alto High School. Howard spent the
next two years at Oregon State College
(University) as an undergraduate having
received a tuition scholarship. He then went to
the University of California, Berkeley, where he
completed a Bachelor of Science degree in plant
pathology in 1954. From 1954 to 1956 Howard
was in the United States Air Force, stationed at

Aviano, Italy. He returned to UC Berkeley in
1956 and completed his Doctoral Degree with
Ralph Emerson in 1960. In 1959-1960 he held a
NIH pre-doctoral fellowship, and after the
completion of his work with Emerson was on a
post doctoral NATO-NSF Fellowship in France,
at the Université de Montpellier, 1960-1961.
Howard was appointed assistant professor of
Botany at McGill University in 1961 where he
shared research interests with Charles M.
Wilson, at that time a Professor and newly
appointed chair of the Botany Department there.



